Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


I 


I -! 


^ fv  U? 


/ 7 


No  J 


['APM 

COOPERATOP 


U .'H 


-t-*  6 p8..  rV’T- 1 prj  f 


W/L  EP05ION  SEPVICE 

i'l\!TEf?/OP 


PffOJF.CT  No.!., 
SPENCEff 


; ' 


/-■'>  ■'. 


V- 


; 

:'  i "y-s  ; ■■  '■ 

-/  ;-. ., ' ' ■ . . ■'. 


i 5 


■ - 


C"^  ■ 


2 


INTEREST  IN  EROSION  CONTROL 


STARTING  CONTRACTING 


It  is  int^r«>sting  t«  nftte  the 
general  attitude  expressed  toward 
erosion  control.  It  is  n»t  surpris- 
ing that  there  is  intense  interest  in 
this  subject  within  the  area  c«v»red 
by  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  projects, 
but  the  country  as  a whole  is  becom- 
ing aroused  to  the  need  fir  saving  the 
soil. 

Many  of  the  nevfspapers  and  maga- 
zines are  carrying  articles  on  the 
menace  of  erosion  and  on  the  attempt 
of  the  Governiaent  to  control  this  loss 
of  soil.  It  is  unusual  for  the  press 
of  the  country  t«  agree  «n  any  Govern- 
mental project,  but,  in  this  instance, 
we  have  been  unable  to  find  an  article 
in  any  paper  or  magazine  that  was  not 
friendly  to  this  undertaking. 

The  recent  issue  of  farm  maga- 
zines have  given  considerable  space  to 
this  subject;.  The  latest  farm  maga- 
zine to  reach  our  desk  is  the  Farm 
Journal  which,  we  note,  carried  a 
two-page  article  on  erosion.  The 
article,  entitled  ’'Highwayman  of  The 
Fields",  likens  erosion  to  a robber 
taking  the  fertility  from  our  land. 

A heading  proclaims  in  bold  ty^c 
"EROSION  STEALS  RICH  TOP  SOIL  AT  THE 
RATE  OF  Ml  INCH  A YEAR."  This  first 
paragraph  of  the  article  states  that: 
"This  country  has  been  more  wasteful 
of  its  land  than  any  other  nation  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  yet  nations 
and  even  civilizations  have  disap- 
peared from  the  face  of  the  earth  as 
the  result  of  soil  washing.  This 
problem  is  decidedly  the  most  serious 
one  confronting  the  use  of  the  land." 

An  editorial  in  the  Atlanta 
Journal  says  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Ser- 
vice, "a  service  more  essential  to 
Anerica^s  fundamental  industry  can 
scarcely  be  imagined — -But  at  last 
this  al3 "important  work  has  begun  in 
earnest  a.nd  effectively.  It  means  a 
new  day  of  secuirity  and  pre.pjierity  in 
the  country  at  large..,." 


The  S»il  Erosion  stopped  contro.ct- 
ing  about  the  last  of  September  in 
>^rder  that  the  Agronomists  might  have 
a chance  to  re-visit  the  farmers,  look 
over  the  work  and  give  the  Co operators 
any  suggestions  or  help  that  was  nec- 
essary. During  this  time  a representa- 
tive of  the  Forestry  Department  accom- 
panied each  Agronomist  in  order  to 
learn  more  about  the  area  in  which  they 
are  at  vrork  and  alst  to  learn  the  loca- 
tion on  the  farm  where  trees  vrere  to  be 
planted.  This  work  continued  until 
about  a week  ago,  Diiring  the  past  vr 
the  Agronomists  have  worked  together 
a fow  farms  in  order  that  they  might 
crystalize  their  ideas  and  get  valuat  ^ 
help  from  one  another  in  order  that 
they  might  do  a better  job  of  erosion 
control  when  they  begin  contacting  the 
fai’mers  again.  In  doing  this,  they 
have  gone  over  six  farms  and  made  an 
intensive  study  of  the  erosion  problems 
and  of  how  they  could  best  be  solved. 

This  vvork  is  now  completed  and  the 
Agronomists  ho,ve  started  into  the  field 
to  contract  vd.th  the  farmers.  At  the 
present  time,  we  have  on  the  waiting  ! 
list  acres.  It  is  the  intention 

of  the  Agronomist,  v-rhen  he  calls  on  an 
individual  farmer,  to  solve  the  erosion 
problems  on  that  farm  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, He  is  interested  in  helping  the 
farmer  build  permanent  meadows  on  1 ai 
which  might  be  a serious  erosion  pr./.'- 
lem  if  used  for  a cultivated  crop.  jH.; 
is  interested  in  vrorking  out  a pastime 
management  program,  vdiereby  erosion 
will  be  controlled  and  the  ameunt  of 
pasture  increased.  He  is  interested  I 
helping  the  farmer  treat  cemain  past  ' 
ure  lands  ivlth  lime,  fertilizer  and  ' . 
in  order  to  better  control  erosion, 
other  v7ords,  the  work  which  the  Agro- 
mists  have  vfith  the  farmers  is  intonc 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  farmer,  . ' 
is  to  his  interest  to  pi’eserve  the  s^-" 
because  it  is  fr*m  the  soil  that  he 
secures  his  living. 


1 


i 


3 


THE  PASTURE  PROBLEM 


Recent  surveys,  made  by  the  S^il 
Erosirn  Service,  shew  that  approxi- 
mately 55/^  of  all  the  area  included  in 
the  project  is  in  pasture®  A few  years 
age  the  farmers  could  boast  of  wonder- 
ful blue  grass  pasture  and  also  <!yf 
cattle,  grass  fattened,  topping  the  big 
eastern  markets.  The  conditions  have 
gradually  changed.  Erosion  was  grad- 
ually taking  av/ay  the  valuable  top  soil 
This  continued  year  after  year.  Past- 
ures were  beginning  to  shov/  that  they 
¥/ere  not  holding  a tight  blue  grass 
sod.  The  lime  had  been  last  from. the 
soil  and  the  plant  food  vfas  gone. 

Then  came  the  drought  of  1930*  This 
was  a fatal  blow  as  far  as  the  blue 
grass  pastures  were  concerned.  The 
blue  grass  that  had  been  hanging  '^n 
gave  way  and  today  those  wonderful 
blue  grass  pastures,  that  in  the  past 
were  the  pride  of  this  section  of  the 
state,  are  gone.  It  is  a serious  pro- 
blem which  v/G  must  face. 

On  certain  areas  vrhere  the  ero- 
sion has  not  gone  so  far  as  to  en- 
tirely deplete  the  top  soil,  it  is 
felt  that  this  blue  grass  can  be  re- 
turned by  the  proper  application  of 
lime  and  phosphorus.  However,  there 
are  vast  areas  now  in  pasture  vdiere 
ero-»ion  has  gone  on  until  all  the  top 
soil  is  removed  and  ■■vdicre  the  slope  is 
so  steep  that  it  would  be  impractical 
to  spend  labor  and  money  tov/ard  the 
application  of  lime  and  phosphorus. 

Such  areas  are  a problem  of  reclama- 
tion and  should  be  so  treated.  It  is 
probably  bettor  that  they  be  fenced 
from  grazing  and  planted  to  trees. 

It  is  felt  by  the  members  of  the 
Soil  Erosion  Service  that  a great  deal 
of  good  can  be  done  on  certain  types 
of  pasture  land  by  securing  a scatter- 
ed stand  of  black  vralnut  and  black 
locusts.  A survey,  made  this  past 
summer,  on  the  effects  of  black  wal»ut 
and  black  locust  on  pasture  grasses, 
shows  that  there  is  a very  decided  im- 
provement in  the  species  and  density  of 
pasture  grasses  cn  land  influenced 
eithor  hy  hiack  bl-aok  vmlniit. 


Y/here  the  stand  was  not  too  thick,  the 
grass  had  been  grazed  as  closely  or 
more  closely  than  it  had  where  it  v/as 
entirely  away  from  the  effects  of  the 
locust  or  Y^alnut*  It  is  a common  be- 
lief that  livestock  will  not  eat  grass 
Ydiich  grows  under  the  trees  as  readily 
as  they  vrill  in  other  places.  Accord- 
ing to  the  survey  made  this  past  summe: 
this  Yfas  not  found  to  be  true,  except 
Y/here  the  stand  of  Y/alnut  exceeded  100 
good  sized  trees  per  acre.  A great 
number  of  farmers  realize  the  value 
Y/alnut  and  locust  in  the  pasture  f i . ■ -■ 
and  have  readily  cooperated  in  Yrork 
this  kind. 

Another  thing  that  is  a serious 
handicap  to  the  pastures  in  this  ar  c 
is  the  fact  that  they  are  over-grazed 
during  the  fall,  vd.nter  and  spring, 
pastures  are  properly  taken  care  of 
during  fall,  Yrinter  and  spring  there  is 
not  much  danger  of  serious  injury  dur- 
ing the  growing  season.  It  Yfill  be  the 
Yrork  of  this  Service  to  try  to  vrork  out 
some  method  of  pc.sture  management  that 
YTill  protect  a.s  much  of  this  valuable 
pasture  land  during  the  fall,  winter 
and  early  spring  as  possible.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  on  effort  will  be  made  to 
work  out  some  system  of  pasture  rota- 
tion Ydth  the  farmer.  Practically  all 
farmers  v^ho  have  been  contracted  re- 
alize the  importance  of  caring  for 
their  pasture  and  have  been  xvilling  t' 
cooperate  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible 
for  them  to  do  so,  lYith  part  or  all 
the  top  soil  gone,  the  farmer  cannet 
hope  to  graze  as  many  cattle  in  the- 
future  as  he  has  been  accustomed  tc  ” 
graze  in  the  past.  It  is  the  hope  a 
this  Service  that,  through  demenstr.:. - 
tions  carried  on,  we  vnll  come  tr  th ; 
point  where  land  that  is  not  suitab." 
for  pasture  will  be  returned  to  fore 
Such  land  as  is  suitable  f»r  pasture 
that  is  land  that  is  not  too  steep  f _ 
the  use  of  lime  and  fertilizer,  will  _ 
used  and  trea.ted  so  as  to  produce  moiro- 
pasture  than  could  be  obtained  from  t-'. 
entire  area  v/ith  no  treatment  and  no 
management.  At  the  same  time,  this 
rougher,  steeper  area  will  be  used  frr 
the  production  of  a crop  of  tlmi^or* 
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TREE  PLAHTING 


The  first  of  this  Y;eek  mark- 
ed the  beginning  of  forest  plant- 
ing in  this  section  of  the  country# 
For  sometime  the  people  9f  this 
section  have  looked  forv/ard  to  the 
actual  tree  planting  Y/ork  Y;ith 
some  hesitation  and  doubt#  It  is 
true  that  since  this  type  of  thing 
is  new  for  this  section,  it  Y/ould 
undoubtedly  give  rise  to  a good 
deal  of  interest  and  speculation 
by  the  public  in  general#  For  the 
past  200  years  foresters  have  been 
studying  the  benefits  that  are 
derived  from  the  practice  of  for- 
estry and  at  this  time,  ytg  are  de- 
finitely aiYare  of  the  fact  that 
forestry  does  have  an  important 
role  in  the  economic  life  of  any 
community#  For  sometime  past 
there  has  been  a definite  trend 
toY/ards  better  lo.nd  pi  aiming  and 
use,  and  in  keeping  Yiith  this  we 
are  making  use  of  forestry  as  an 
important  part  of  our  agricultural 
development. 

Our  plantings  this  fall  Yiill 
be  made  on  the  farms  of  Co op era- 
tors  that  are  vrcrking  Yiith  us  in 
our  fight  to  control  soil  erosion# 
ViTe  are  receiving  daily  from  the 
Department  of  Conservation  Nursery 
at  Lesage,  West  Virginia,  70*000 
black  locust  seedlings#  These 
black  locust  seedlings  will  be 
planted  on  steep  barren  slopes 
that,  at  present,  viill  not  yield 
any  Y/orth  vihile  returns  'to  the 
farmers,  and,  if  given  half  a 
chance,  will  groYi  into  a crop  of 
value  to  the  farmers#  These  trees 
viill  be  planted  in  rovis  six  feet 
apart  and  each  seedling  Yiill  be  six 
feet  from  every  other  seedling. 

This  spacing  will  servo  a wo-fold 
purpose^  li?-  tha-t  It  vnll  bring 


the  young  trees  close  enough  together 
so  that  they  mil  be  forced  to  groYi 
tall  and  straight  and,  in  addition, 
they  Yiill  form  a protective  covering 
for  the  soil#  Tlie  labor  for  this 
project  at  present,  is  being  furnish.: 
by  the  men  and  boys  in  our  two  CCC 
camps,  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  locfil 
men  might  be  added  to  supplement  this 
Grew  at  a later  date#  In  addition  tc 
the  locust  seedlings  that  are  being 
plomted,  a number  of  plontations  of 
black  walnuts  Yiill  be  made.  Yie  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a 
limited  nuiaber  of  young  black  Yialnut 
trees  and  these,  in  turn,  viill  be 
supplemented  by  several  thousand  bushel 
of  walnuts#  At  the  present  time,  vie 
are  limited  in  our  selection  of  plant- 
ing stock,  due  to  the  fact  that  vie  are 
unable  to  purchase  any  amount  of  other 
species  of  trees#  Eoviever,  once  vie 
get  our  nursery  under  viay,  we  hope  to 
groYi  a nuiiibor  of  different  species 
Yihich  Yiill  be  available  for  planting 
and  Yihich  will  add  materially  to  var- 
ious plantations# 

The  farmers  have  responded  to  our 
tree  planting  program  even  better  than 
vie  had  oniticipatod  and  vie  hope  that 
the  plontations  vie  are  able  to  estab- 
lish during  this  fall  and  next  spring 
will  more  than  justify  their  confide; 
in  us#  We  want  to  assure  each  and 
every  Cooperator  that  we  viill  use  ev  i 
care  and  precaution  within  our  povier  t- 
make  each  and  every  plantation  a suc- 
cess# 

>'r  >:=  »:•  >»-■  K- 

The  Forestry  Department  of  this 
project  has  procured  10,000  bushels 
black  YioJiiuts  for  planting.  Approxi- 
mately 1,000  or  1,520  bushels  of  thes^ 
have  been  planted  in  the  nursery  to 
pr'^duco  seedlings  and  the  remamider  will 
be  planted  directly  on  the  farms  of 
Co^perat  »rs  # 


vtn;r'h.. 


.r r '>Hc 

. . •.  '£■■;;  V ■■■'  .::';'v;' 

- . Lit  ^l  i'y::'  j ' . l i :.;' 

:-vtc  aI.--; 

^ 'V'v'  -..V?.  -i':’.:'  v-ix"  .-fOJ  : ■ ;■  7 x 
■ , CLSiLLci^^:- ■ 

r'C'’  ':'J'  ■''■  ■ ,V.-X'  y '''J' 

: ■ - _ ■ :■  ■ , -.X-:.:; 

. / ' -X-iC 


..  . ■ X ■ _,x  ,7-: 

-I-  7 77X  .g;-xr 


r .f 


X/ 

/ .iXlx; 

!.- ■ 

. ■ .■'  .r-r;’  "/'i  ; 

X'o. 


. ' ■ 


aX'fv  ■,  ■ -riz': 

-J'uxiq  '>  ;• . -Xj  i 

. -x-'-xt  ■•'■■  . ■■  q-  -■  ::: 

::  ".4  r X*-  'x-  ' ''.  ' .' 

i Z'L  - ' '..■  '■  I'  'ji\ L. 

id  -lli'  - . 

-L-  ■-■xix' ■ 

-’v  '•■  -'o;;.!::-  X:7x^'x-r-- 

.ufvv'-  ■'•:  xx-a:}:  -;x"X  xx  X-  . 

. ■ ■ ■ -X'-  ; ;■■  . v/  ' \:LbZ': -Z  ' Z . . 

'■■•  . ■ /■  . }..  ■ - X _ . . V ' 

. ; ■ ''7  e V ri  U ';;c  / ■: :■■,■.-■:■  / • ; 

■■'v'l.x  J'  ' ;Xx  ■ 

''-c'-;-  i'-  .x  / 

OTX  V' ■'  i.X::  '-  -y.  v,,,: 

XX5:X:;-  -Xo;  !:  •/:■;  ■;■  ^ ■'■'  . ■,:  ■■'■  ' ■■' 

'.y  :■  r,  ,■ 


■:/  1 


V ? .. 


:y 


,;,  '.  X; 


'■  ■ 


i* 


.X'l'.’  •-•  ' 


' ,5 


■X  . . . ■ 

-.  ■ L ■ ■' 


■X  X ..  :X', 


, ■/I'/q 

■* 


5 


STI^AM  CONTROL 

About  once  every  year  -ire  are  visit- 
ed by  an  unusually  heavy  dovjnpour  of 
rain  of  sufficient  intensity  and  dura- 
tion to  completely  overflow  the  low 
lying  areas,  bordering  our  streams. 

?Lhe  flood  waters  take  Yrith  them  much 
silt  and  trash  aad,  at  the  same  time, 
leave  a great  deal  of  it.  The  ex- 
change would  be  more  or  less  of  an  even 
one,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  material# 
washed  avj'ay  were  originally,  either 
good  topsoil  in  some  fariaer's  field  or 
the  major  portion  of  a ciu've  in  a 
stream  banlc,  and  that  the  silt  deposits 
were  left  in  undesirable  places,  in 
many  cases  almost  entirely  choking  the 
original  channel. 

We  vievr  the  damage  caused  and  then 
and  there  vovr  to  prevent  its  reoccur- 
rence. But  in  geneia.T  our  f evor  wanes 
with  the  receding  rnt'ors  cuid  the  de- 
parting soil’s.  I"'"'  ;i-i  ■''^oeks  time,  the 
stream  has  cleared  sui  f icr' ently  to  al- 
lovf  us  to  view  a fish  c. l a depth  of  say, 

2 or  3 inches  we  are  lux  led  to  the  point 
vfhere  we  feel  tha,t  it  wasn’t  so  bad  after 
all. 

The  present  stream  chanmels  are 
nature’s  meconxs  of  carrying  away  excess 
waters.  In  the  past  they  were  ade- 
quate to  cope  with  most  floods.  New 
they  seem  michlc  to  do  so.  Man  has 
come  in;  he  has  destroy ..d  the  balance 
that  previously  existed,  by  leveling 
forests,  by  plowing,  and  by  concentrated 
pasturing.  The  trees  and  grcisses  that 
originally  restrained  rain  waters  from 
rushing  into  streams  are  gone.  The 
barren  slopes  left  in  place  of  vegeta- 
tion can  do  little  to  stop  water.  Such 
is  evident  by  looking  at  the  yell»\T, 
muddy  waters  that  persist  for  days  fol- 
loYfing  a rain. 

Yes,  we  can  do  some  stream  control 
by  straightening  channels,  by  deepen- 
ing them  or  widening  them,  and  by  keep- 
ing banks  clear  of  trash  and  obstruct- 
ing trees.  But  by  far  the  greater  and 
more  efficient  control  will  be  found  to 
include  a balo-iiced  program  pointing 
toward  revcgeto,tion  of  those  slopes 
from  Y/hich  pour  the  unrestrained  voters 
that  qho'kc  our  streams  and  flood  iur 
bottoms . 


ORDER  OF  WORKING  FARIVIS 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Farm 
Cooperator  appeared  the  statement  that 
we  hoped  "to  be  able  to  reach,  during 
the  coming  month,  the  liiiS  other  farra- 
ers  who  have  sent  in  an  invitation 
card."  This  statement  was  intended  '' ' 
read,  "during  the  coming  months,  but 
the  s Y-ras  imiiitentionally  omitted, 
course,  it  w'culcl  be  impossible  to 
reach  all  in  one  month. 

We  arc  continuing  cur  policy  o:; 
working  farr.is  in  the  order  in  whicli 
the  invitation  cards  were  received,- 
Wlien  a card  is  received  the  date  is 
stamped  on  it  and  the  farm  is  worked 
in  the  order  'bhus  established. 

Some  of  the  first  cards  sent  in 
wore  not  stwr'pod  with  the  date  re- 
ceived and. f O'"  bhd  s reason,  it  was  not 
al'Tays  possiox'''  to  ■^'oll  Yohich  came  in 
first,  Neveriheieso  , if  your  card  vj’as 
received  prj.o’"  to  Juno  1 your  farm  has 
already  bvV,,:;,i  y, orked  or  will  be  Yrorkcd 
in  the  lioai’  f utiu-o 

Each  agronomist  Y^ill  vrork  the 
fari'is  ii;.  his  territory  for  -vdiich  card' 
were  received  prior  to  June  before 
working  any  farms  -for  V\rhioh  cards  weio 
received  after  that  date. 

i'rcn  tirxo  to  time  we  shall  keor 
you  inforiTud  as  to  the  date  of  the 
cards  wo  aia.^  Y/oricing  so  that  you  m;r 
knoYv'  the  approxiniato  time  to  expect- 

viEi.— 'ILIG  BELLS 

Since  the  Gsto.blishment  of  the  o 
E.S.  ill  Sp-JiiOer  four  of  the  boys  ha-. 
ontored  into  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, The  most  recent  victim  Yfas-- 
Spoiciicr,  On  hallov/o’en  evening  the 
other  Si.E*S.  boys  duly  initiated  him, 
fmiid  a blare  of  trum-pots  and  drums,-  a 
•flrheelbarroiY  o.nd  torchlight  parade  was 
conducted  to  Spring  Creek,  On  arrivin; 
at  the  creek  onothor  victim,  Bailey, 
Y/hosG  recent  marriage  had  not  as  yet 
boon  Golobratod,  was  pushed  into  the 
cooling  rraters  of  the  stream. 

The  other  boys  '‘.Yho  have  taken  the 
fateful  plunge  into  matrimony,  and  Y/he 
have  been  properly  feted  by  the  boy.^ 
arc*  Tinsley-  and  Sharpe# 
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FIELD  HEiiDQUARTERS 

Construction  work  has  been  start- 
ed on  the  building  at  the  Reedy  F-^rest 
Nursery.  This  building  is  to  be  186* 

X 120*  over  all  and  vhLll  serve  as  field 
headquarters  for  the  Soil  Erosion  Ser- 
vice when  completed*  It  is  to  have  a 
cement  foundation  and  cement  floor  in 
part,  of  the  building.  It  is  planned 
to  have  a well  equipped  machine  shop  1 
in  one  section,  to  be  used  for  re- 
pairing soil  erosion  equipment*  The 
other  section  the  building  will  be 
used  for  storing  trucks,  Virire,  fer- 
tilizer, seeds,  and  other  tools  and 
material*  In  one  section  of  the  build- 
ing will  be  located  the  packing  room 
where  the  stock  grown  at  the  nursery 
vd.ll  be  s'^rted  and  packed*  For  some 
time  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  has  felt 
the  need  of  a building  of  this  type 
and  it  is  being  constructed  with  the 
idea  of  centralizing  our  w»rk  and  t 
thereby  putting  us  in  a better  posi- 
tion to  cooperate  with  the  farmers 
and  carry  on  cur  project* 

LIllE 


Since  the  beginning  of  the  Soil 
Erosion  v/ork,  9j88l  tons  of  lime  have 
been  delivered  to  the  cooperating 
farmers.  In  most  instance s^  the 
farmers  took  the  very  best  care  possi- 
ble of  this  lime  and  spread  it  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  In  other 
instances,  the  lime  is  still  piled, 
under  conditions  not  at  all  favorable* 
It  is  strongly  urged  that  all  lime  be 
spread  on  the  ares.  do3igns.ted  for  its 
use  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  to  the 
interest  of  the  farmer  that  this  be 
done. 

The  linger  it  is  left  exposed 
to  the  v;eather  the  more  he  is  going 
to  lose  from  vdnd  and  rain  erosion. 

The  sooner  he  gets  it  on  the  field 
the  quicker  results  will  be  obtained 
in  the  fon.a  of  improved  pasture, 

"Try  not  to  keep  ahead  of  the 
one  behind,  but  to  catch  the  one  be- 
fore," 


FARMERS  MEETINGS 

In  the  near  future  it  is  the  plan 
of  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  to  hold 
meetings  wmth  the  farmers  at  school 
houses  and  community  centers  through- 
out the  area.  Those  meetings  will  bo 
called  by  and  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
agronomists  in  their  respective  areas. 
Quite  a number  of  farmers  have  express- 
ed their  interest  in  meetings  of  this 
type.  Members  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Ser- 
vice fool  that  a groat  deal  of  good 
v/ill  come  out  of  such  meetings* 

At  these  meetings,  the  farmer  wi..l 
have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  with 
representatives  of  the  Soil  Erosion 
Service  and  fellow  farmers  the  proble:.n 
vfith  which  ho  is  confronted. 

This  typo  of  meeting  will  be  an 
excellent  oppertunity  to  get  suggest- 
ions and  help  from  the  cooperating 
fo-rmers  throughout  the  area  as  to  how 
the  program  can  be  improved, 

FRa^'i  A CO  OPERATOR 

Palestine,  W.Va, 
Oct,  22,  193Ll, 

Soil  Erosion  Service, 

Spencer,  Vif.  Va, 

Greetings i 

I v/ish  to  tender  my  thanks 
for  the  prize  awarded  me  for  neming 
the  Farm  Co op or at or. 

V'Jhilo  words  vdll  not  expr...  ■ 
my  appreciation  for  the  eward.  May  I ■ 
permitted  by  coopercition  to  show  my 
thanks  and  appreciation.  Let  me  say 
further  that  my  acre  sovn  to  barley 
September  and  to  be  sovm  to  alf. 

fa  in  the  spring  of  *35^  is  making  a 
fine  grovrthi  some  bunches  standing  1^ 
inches  high, 

I.iy  neighbors  have  fine  stmds 
of  Barley  considering  the  dry  weather. 

I surely  should  like  to  visi' 
the  S.E.S,  office  in  Spencer,  Wishin_, 
health  and  prosperity  to  all,  I remain 

Respectfully,  L.B,  Rador. 
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